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IN THE CLAIMS 
Please amend the claims as follows: 

Claim 1 (Currently Amended): [[a]] A suede-finished leather-like sheet which 
comprises a fiber-entangled nonwoven fabric comprising a layer (I) made of a microfine fiber 

(A) having an average fineness of 0.5 dtex or less and a layer (II) made of a microfine fiber 

(B) having an average fineness equal to or less than that of the microfine fiber (A), and a 
polymeric elastomer impregnated in the fiber-entangled nonwoven fabric, 

the layers (I) and (II) being superposed one on the other and entangled into an integral 
composite such that a ratio of the microfine fiber (A) to the microfine fiber (B) is 10/90 to 
90/10 by mass; 

the surface of the layer (I) being a napped surface made mainly of a raised microfine 
fiber (A); 

the microfine fiber (A) being formed by converting a microfine fiber- forming fiber (a) 
into microfine fibers, said microfine fiber- forming fibers (a) satisfying the formulae (1) and 
(2): 

130<Sa<200 (1) 
Fa < 0.8 (2) 
wherein Sa is an average elongation at break (%) and Fa is an average tenacity 
(cN/dtex) of the microfine fiber-forming fiber (a); and 

the microfine fiber (B) being formed by converting a microfine fiber- forming fiber (b) 
into microfine fibers, said microfine fiber-forming fiber (b) satisfying the formulae (3) and 
(4): 

30 < Sb < 90 (3) 
1.5 <Fb (4) 



2 



Application No. 10/772,264 

Reply to Office Action of April 3, 2006 

wherein Sb is an average elongation at break (%) and Fb is an average tenacity 
(cN/dtex) of the micro fine fiber- forming fiber (b). 

Claim 2 (Original): The suede- finished leather-like sheet according to claim 1, 
wherein the microfine fiber (A) satisfies the formulae (5) and (6): 

130<SA<200 (5) 
FA < 1.5 (6) 
wherein SA is an average elongation at break (%) and FA is an average tenacity 
(cN/dtex) of the microfine fiber (A), and the microfine fiber (B) satisfies the formulae (7) and 
(8): 

30 < SB < 90 (7) 
2.0 <FB (8) 
wherein SB is an average elongation at break (%) and FB is an average tenacity 
(cN/dtex) of the microfine fiber (B). 

Claim 3 (Original): The suede-finished leather-like sheet according to claim 1, 
wherein each of the microfine fiber (A) and the microfine fiber (B) is made of at least one 
polymer selected from the group consisting of polyamides, copolymers mainly based on 
polyamide, aromatic or aliphatic polyesters, copolymers mainly based on polyester, and 
acrylic polymers. 

Claim 4 (Original): The suede-finished leather-like sheet according to claim 1, 
wherein each of the microfine fiber (A) and the microfine fiber (B) is made of at least one 
polyamide. 
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Claim 5 (Original): A suede-finished leather-like sheet which comprises a fiber- 
entangled nonwoven fabric comprising a layer (I) made of a microfine fiber (A) having an 
average fineness of 0.5 dtex or less and a layer (II) made of a microfine fiber (B) having an 
average fineness equal to or less than that of the microfine fiber (A), and a polymeric 
elastomer impregnated in the fiber-entangled nonwoven fabric, 

the layers (I) and (II) being superposed one on the other and entangled into an integral 
composite such that a ratio of the microfine fiber (A) to the microfine fiber (B) is 10/90 to 
90/10 by mass; 

the surface of the layer (I) being a napped surface made mainly of a raised microfine 
fiber (A); 

the microfine fiber (A) satisfying the formulae (5) and (6): 

130<SA<200 (5) 
FA < 1.5 (6) 
wherein SA is an average elongation at break (%) and FA is an average tenacity 
(cN/dtex) of the microfine fiber (A); and 

the microfine fiber (B) satisfying the formulae (7) and (8): 

30 < SB < 90 (7) 
2.0 < FB (8) 
wherein SB is an average elongation at break (%) and FB is an average tenacity 
(cN/dtex) of the microfine fiber (B). 

Claim 6 (Original): The suede-finished leather-like sheet according to claim 5, 
wherein each of the microfine fiber (A) and the microfine fiber (B) is made of at least one 
polymer selected from the group consisting of polyamides, copolymers mainly based on 
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polyamide, aromatic or aliphatic polyesters, copolymers mainly based on polyester, and 
acrylic polymers. 

Claim 7 (Original): The suede- finished leather-like sheet according to claim 5, 
wherein each of the microfine fiber (A) and the microfine fiber (B) is made of at least one 
polyamide. 

Claim 8 (Currently Amended): A process for producing a suede-finished leather-like 
sheet, comprising the steps of: 

(i) producing a web (I) made of staple of a microfine fiber- forming fiber (a) satisfying 
the formulae (1) and (2): 

130<Sa<200 (1) 
Fa < 0.8 (2) 
wherein Sa is an average elongation at break (%) and Fa is an average t e n e city 
tenacity (cN/dtex) of the microfine fiber- forming fiber (a); 

(ii) producing a web (II) made of staple of a microfine fiber-forming fiber (b) 
satisfying the formulae (3) and (4): 

30 < Sb < 90 (3) 
1.5 <Fb (4) 
wherein Sb is an average elongation at break (%) and Fb is an average tenacity 
(cN/dtex) of the microfine fiber-forming fiber (b); 

(iii) entangling the webs (I) and (II) to form a fiber-entangled nonwoven fabric; 

(iv) impregnating a solution or dispersion of a polymeric elastomer into the fiber- 
entangled nonwoven fabric and solidifying the impregnated polymeric elastomer; 
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(v) forming a leather-like sheet substrate by converting the microfme fiber- forming 
fiber (a) into a microfine fiber (A) having an average fineness of 0.5 dtex or less, and 
converting the microfine fiber- forming fiber (b) into a microfine fiber (B) having an average 
fineness equal to or less than that of the microfine fiber (A); 

(vi) napping a surface of the web (I) of the leather-like sheet substrate to form a raised 
fiber made mainly of the microfine fiber (A) on the surface; and 

(vii) dyeing the napped leather-like sheet substrate to form the suede-finished leather- 
like sheet. 

Claim 9 (Original): The suede- finished leather-like sheet according to claim 1, which 
forms at least a part of a glove. 

Claim 10 (Original): The suede- finished leather-like sheet according to claim 5, 
which forms at least a part of a glove. 



6 



Application No. 10/772,264 

Reply to Office Action of April 3, 2006 

SUPPORT FOR THE AMENDMENT 
Claims 1 and 8 are currently amended. 

Claims 1 and 8 have been amended for minor editorial purposes. 
No new matter has been added. 

Upon entry of the amendment, claims 1-10 will be pending in this application. 
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